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A MARAC (Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference) is a victim-focused meeting where multiple agencies share information to develop a safety plan for High Risk domestic abuse victims. Agencies include Police, Social Care, Health, Probation, Mental Health, IDVAs & Housing. All agencies must sign a declaration of confidentiality prior to taking part in the MARAC process. 
There are three guides for GPs to advise them of how to share information for MARACs:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk516776322]SafeLives – ‘MARAC - Guidance for GPs’
2. Department of Health/UK Council of Caldicott Guardians – ‘Practical Guidance on the application of Caldicott Guardian Principles to Domestic Violence and MARACs’
3. CAADA & Royal College of General Practitioners – ‘Guidance for General Practitioners’
SafeLives - ‘MARAC - Guidance for GPs’
Has a section on ‘How to Share Information Safely at a MARAC’ which displays a table of legal Acts information can be shared under without consent (see below).
[image: ]
Department of Health/UK Council of Caldicott Guardians
Explains the ‘Caldicott Principles’ and how MARAC must comply with ALL principles.
1. Formally Justify the Purpose – It can be justified in the individual’s best interest.
2. Identifiable Information when Necessary – Identifiable information is necessary.
3. Only Minimum Required Used – Proportional disclosure based on risk.
4. Need to Know Access – MARAC needs to know (Agencies sign a confidentiality declaration).
5. All Must Understand Responsibilities – MARAC statement read aloud prior to meeting starting.
6. Comply with/understanding the Law – Caldicott Guardians should ensure ‘Caldicott Compliance’.
 
CAADA & Royal College of General Practitioners – ‘Guidance for General Practitioners’
Explains that the primary health care teams role is to ‘Share information appropriately. In exceptional circumstances information may be shared without the patient’s consent. Some cases considered at MARAC meetings are likely to constitute exceptional circumstances because MARACs discuss the most serious cases of alleged or suspected domestic abuse.
For further information, please read the official guidelines as listed above. Information on this document is a brief summary of each guideline. It is advised you read the full guidelines.
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Legal Authority

|Prevention and detection of crime

[Crime and Disorder Act 1998

[Prevention and detection of crime and/or the apprehension or
rosecution of offenders

[Section 29, Data Protection Act (DPA)

[To protect vital interests of the data subject; serious harm or
Imatter of life or death

[Schedule 2 & 3, DPA

[For the administration of justice (usually bringing perpetrators
o justice)

[Schedule 2 & 3, DPA

[For the exercise of functions conferred on any person by or
lunder any enactment (police/social services)

[Schedule 2 & 3, DPA

In accordance with a court order

[Overriding public interest

[Common law

[Child protection — disclosure to social services or the police
for the exercise of functions under the Children Act, where the
lpublic interest in safeguarding the child's welfare overrides thel
Ineed to keep the information confidential

[Schedules 2 & 3, DPA

[Right to life Right to be free from torture or inhuman o
ldegrading treatment

[Human Rights Act, Articles 2 & 3

|Prevention of Abuse and Neglect

[The Care Act 2014

[Person lacks the mental capacity to make the decision
regarding consent

[Mental Capacity Act 2005
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